CAPSULE SUMMARY
Mt. Pleasant AME Church
BA-654

235 Tollgate Road
Baltimore County, MD

The two-story, gable-front, brick Mt. Pleasant AME Church, constructed in 1994-95 has
its main entrance in the gable-front extension along the east elevation of the church. The
telescoped, pavilion gable front contains a large, centered circular stained glass window.
There is a large, multi-paned skylight on the ridge line at the front of the church. The
main entrance has double glass doors surrounded on all sides with square glass plates.
There is a glass-block cross above this entrance. An asphalt covered ramp with pipe
railing leads up to the entrance, and an asphalt covered parking lot immediately adjoins
the church to the east. There is a late nineteenth through mid-twentieth century cemetery
with no apparent design or layout adjoining the parking lot to the east containing a
mixture of marble and granite tombstones.

The Mt. Pleasant AME Church is also included in the Belltown African American Survey
District (BA-3069).
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The two-story, gable-front, brick Mt. Pleasant AME Church, constructed in 1994-95 has its main entrance in the gable-front
extension along the east elevation of the church. The telescoped, pavilion gable front contains a large, centered circular stained
glass window. There is a large, multi-paned skylight on the ridge line at the front of the church. The main entrance has double
glass doors surrounded on all sides with square glass plates. There is a glass-block cross above this entrance. An asphalt covered
ramp with pipe railing leads up to the entrance, and an asphalt covered parking lot immediately adjoins the church to the east.
There is a late nineteenth through mid-twentieth century cemetery with no apparent design or layout adjoining the parking lot to the
east containing a mixture of marble and granite tombstones.

Ordinarily, cemeteries and religious structures are not considered eligible for the National Register unless they meet certain criteria
exceptions. As a relatively modest late twentieth century church, the Mt. Pleasant AME Church does not possess exceptional
architectural significance. The adjoining cemetery is not known to possess graves of persons of transcendent importance, from
age, from distinctive design features, or from association with historic events.

The Mt. Pleasant AME Church is also included in the Belltown African American Survey District (BA-3069).
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Mt. Pleasant AME Church is not historically significant. The property is not directly associated with events or patterns significant
to local, state, or national history (Criterion A). The property is not associated with any person important to local, state, or national
history (Criterion B). The building does not possess exceptional characteristics of homes of the period, is not a work of a master,
and does not possess high artistic value (Criterion C). The property does not appear likely to yield significant archaeological
information about history or prehistory (Criterion D). Mt. Pleasant AME Church is recommended not individually eligible for
inclusion in the NRHP. This property was previously a center of the African American community of Belltown.
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BA-654 1884
Mount Pleasant AME Church
235 Tollgate Road
(1 mile west of Reisterstown Road)
Owings Mills

This is a rectangular brick church with a vestibule, a nave three bays
deep, and a small meeting room at the rear. The vernacular style church has
pointed-arched windows of stained glass and a gable roof covered with green
rubber roofing. It is in excellent condition. The cornerstone reads “1884/A.M.E.”
but this building was in recent years (before 1973) sheathed in fresh new brick.

The land was purchased by the trustees of Bethal Church in 1867. There is a

cemetery adjoining the church.



